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Purpose

This sample report provides a high-level overview of the Philippines as a source country
for international students. It offers a preview of the audience insights available through
Voyage's Social Source platform. For access to full reports, live dashboards, and
subscription options, please contact the Voyage team.

Data Sources

o Reddit § Facebook

X X (Twitter) o' Weibo

\& Instagram » YouTube

[y Online Forums t Tumblr

EE News Articles {&» Reviews
TencentQQ (Chinese) Q Google Search Data

Methodology

This report utilises social data collected through an automated keyword-search string,
segmented with a large language model, and analysed with human insight. Queries are
built off automated, keyword-based rules for which 100% accuracy cannot be
guaranteed.

The report also uses search data, which tracks Google search volumes across source
markets for specific queries in monthly intervals. The queries are grouped into segments
for analysis.

Source Market: Destination Market:
The Philippines Agnostic
Social Data Date Range: Search Data Date Range:

01 Jan 2026 to 30 Apr 2026 April 2024 to March 2026
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Executive Summary

Australia leads mindshare, but faces competitive pressure.

Australia ranks first among both discussed and searched study destinations, holding the top spot for both search
and social mindshare. Notably, Japan and New Zealand punch above their weight relative to their enrolment
volumes, signalling strong aspirational interest from Filipino students beyond the traditional "Big Four" Anglophone
destinations.

Socioeconomic escape, not academic aspiration.

Filipino students are driven abroad less by academic curiosity than by a desire to exit a domestic environment they
perceive as economically unrewarding and politically frustrating. The overarching narrative that hard work in the
Philippines goes unrecognised while excellence abroad is rewarded is a consistent thread across the dataset.

Permanent residency is the real goal.

Over 20% of mentions in the dataset contained explicit signals of migratory intent, with the student visa framed as
a stepping stone to work sponsorship, PR, and citizenship. This orientation creates a cohort that is highly
motivated and financially committed, but also vulnerable to policy changes and prone to deep disillusionment
when migratory pathways do not materialise as expected.

Financial anxiety is the leading barrier to conversion.
Show money requirements, agency fees, English proficiency testing, tuition, and living costs were felt across the
dataset. The show money requirement is particularly acute for students from non-wealthy backgrounds who lack
generational assets to demonstrate financial capacity.

Agent distrust is a significant friction point.

Filipino students widely distrust education agents on two fronts: agents are perceived to recommend courses for
commission rather than genuine PR viability, and to disappear once a visa expires without the promised outcome.
Reddit functions as a trust verification layer, with students using the platform to validate agent claims and find
peers who have navigated the process independently.

Study abroad decisions are intensely social.

Family members and extended diaspora networks are central to both the motivation and the mechanics of the
decision. A relative already in Australia who can provide accommodation and serve as a financial sponsor
dramatically lowers the perceived barrier to entry. Peer testimony, especially through Reddit posts and YouTube
vlogs, functions as the primary research channel and carries greater credibility than institutional or agency
communications.

Decision tension defines the market.

Filipino students are caught between studying a course aligned with genuine interest and studying a course that
maximises PR viability. This tension between passion and practicality is more pronounced in the Filipino dataset
than in comparable migration-intent-heavy markets, suggesting that the demographic retains a meaningful
aspiration to pursue personally meaningful education even as economic imperatives push in the opposite
direction.
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Source : The Philippines

Data Overview

Key Insights

Social Data Metrics

Total Mentions Sentiment

1,293 -0.22

Theme Share-of-Voice Breakdown (Destination agnostic conversation)

Theme SoV
Education Outcomes 23.9%
Services & Support
Government & Policy 18.4%
Living & Logistics 17.2%
Community & Social Licence 12.1%
Quality of Educational Experience 8.5%

Education Outcomes is top of mind within Filipino international student conversation. While students from many
Asian markets prioritise Education Outcomes in the form of economic prospects, relocation, and/or prestige,
the impetus behind Pinoy student mobility carries some nuance shaped by their perceptions of a life at home
versus abroad.

Services & Support is a close second in volume as agents feature prominently in Pinoy discourse. Government &
Policy also holds a relatively large share of voice, as Q12026 has shaken confidence in policy stability and
openness of several study destination countries towards international students across Asia.

While Living & Logistics ranks fourth in share-of-voice, it features more prominently within Australia-specific
conversation, where cost is central to student discourse.
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Top Study Destinations

Top Discussed Top Researched

(Social)* (Search data, generic study destination searches)*
Australia 144 mentions Australia 10,360

United States 133 mentions Japan 7,040

Canada 54 mentions United States 5,670

Japan 51 mentions Canada 4,690

The UK 46 mentions New Zealand 4,670

*The social data above covers January 2026 to April 2026, while search data covers January 2026 to March 2026. This is because search data for the
month of April was not yet available at the time of this report’s production.

The big four features prominently within the top five discussed and searched study destinations by the
Philippines, but prominent competitors within the region such as Japan and New Zealand are key holders of
mindshare for the country’s prospective students as well.

Overall, Australia holds the largest mindshare for both social and search volumes within the Philippines.
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Study Abroad Motivations

Socioeconomic Mobility & Meritocracy

Theme SoV
Education Outcomes 23.9%
Services & Support
Government & Policy 18.4%
Living & Logistics 17.2%
Community & Social Licence 12.1%
Quality of Educational Experience 8.5%

For most Filipino students, the primary driver of abroad study is not academic curiosity but escape. Students
routinely cite low salaries, frustrations with local politics, and a broken job market as push factors. The
overarching narrative is that hard work in the Philippines often goes unrecognised while excellence abroad is
rewarded.

e I had no plans to go abroad to work because | just don't feel like it but as | go into my adulting era |
feel like we're going to get screwed here in the pH.

one of the main reasons why i want to study abroad is because if i continue my studies here, i may not
be able to access opportunities overseas, or it would take me a very long time. I've seen how
underappreciated engineers are in the ph, low salary and everything.

mean in general, the quality of life and working conditions are way better here... the bureaucracy and
apparent disregard for science [in the Philippines] is insane.

i'm torn whether to go abroad, career shift, do a Masters (so that i could teach but i feel like i can't

9 now that im studying in europe right now for my phd, my feelings toward this just grew stronger. i
9 study anymore & ). sad truth is it's really hard to love a profession with a low salary here.
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Study Abroad Barriers

Financial Anxiety

Financial anxiety was a prominent theme within Pinoy student conversation, and was especially pronounced in
social data pertaining to Destination: Australia where Living & Logistics held the highest share of voice as
compared to fourth within Destination Agnostic conversation.

Source : The Philippines + Destination : Australia

Destination Source
Australia Agnostic

Theme SoV Rank Rank
Living & Logistics 25.1% 1 4
Government & Policy 24.7% 2 3
Education Outcomes 18.5% 3 1
Services & Support 4 2
Social Licence 9.7% 5 5
?:;g:i)é r:)cf;eEducational 4.6% 6 6

The cost of studying abroad is viscerally felt. Students worry deeply about show money, asset evidence, tuition
fees (AU student fees described as 55-60k AUD for 3 years), living costs, and agency fees. Many come from
families with no assets to show.

g My primary financial sponsor (my mother) has a stable payroll account, but we cannot realistically
freeze €6,000+ in liquid cash just for the embassy's 'show money' requirement.

9 Be ready for the expenses @ that's all | can say. [Breakdown]: Agency - 50,000-75,000 pesos.
Student Visa - 2,000 AUD. English test - around 15,000 pesos. School Tuition - 64,000 AUD.

@ The tuition in Germany is free but you need to deposit about 12,000 Euros in a bank account every
year for living costs to retain your student visa. 12k Euros for two years comes to about 1.7 million
pesos.
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Pinoy Student
Decision-Making

Meritocracy versus the Reality Abroad

While Filipino students seek access to opportunities and an economic environment that will reward hard work
and excellence, the narrowing pathways and eroding social licence across major study destinations are
threatening the Filipino dream. Student narratives surrounding education outcomes mirror that of some other
source markets like India, where the consensus is that international students are more likely to be exploited than
rewarded for their labour.

In several mentions, international students noted being severely disadvantaged due to their foreign status,
undercutting the narrative of merit-based economic progression abroad.

g i studied my master's in london and i had to fly back to manila because the job market in the uk is so
bad. locals are your competition because employers don't have to spend money for their visa.

g Australian employers are settled hiring casuals that can easily be replaced by new international
students as soon as the visa expires (eg., cleaners, dishwasher, kitchen hand, retail crew, etc). Not
dealing with the hassle of sponsoring anyone.

@ Studied and lived in the UK for 3.5 years. Had to go back because graduate visa expired and couldn't
get sponsorship. Job market's tough for international students there.

Practicality versus Passion

A recurring tension in the Reddit posts is between studying a course that is "in demand" for PR purposes
(nursing, trades, teaching) versus studying a course aligned with genuine interest (arts, communication,
multimedia, IT). Multiple prospective students explicitly ask whether they should abandon their passion to study
something more visa-friendly. This reflects the inherent conflict between the treatment of education as a
migration tool rather than a learning experience. Nursing was the most consistently recommended pathway,
both to Australia and other Western countries.

@ I need to be in a course that can offer me a good pathway to getting PR, Culinary being one of
theml...] I guess my only issue is that if it will be worth it for me to sacrifice my passion to be able to
live abroad.

@ dont think what we studied is a good reference for people about to study in AU. A LOT has changed.
Personally, if you arent going for nursing then | think you shouldnt go to AU at all if your true goal is
PR.

@ Is it worth it for me to study a completely different field just to get PR abroad? Or should | stay in the
Philippines and study what | want to?
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This dedication to international mobility is reflected in the search data of the country surrounding nursing
programs and jobs. Around the middle of 2025, search interest for Australian nursing jobs surpassed search
interest in Australian nursing courses, degrees, and programs for the first time in the 24-month period.

This reflects both the pragmatism and awareness of closing migratory pathways by Pinoy prospective students

when they are compelled to choose between study interest and study outcomes. The narrative now is “l could
study that course, but first | need to know if there are jobs.”

Nursing Jobs vs Nursing Course Searches
@ Australia nursing Job () Australia nursing course/degree/program
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Across the region, it is worth noting that the Philippines has demonstrated a clear trend of increasing search
interest surrounding Australian nursing jobs, especially when benchmarked against other countries in the region
that similarly tend to prioritise international mobility.

Country Search Volume Growth (benchmarked against
(Apr 2025 - Mar 2026) Apr 2024 - Mar 2025)

The Philippines 1,460 +136.8%

India 10,870 -4.0%

Bangladesh 500 -15.3%

Vietnam 140 0.0%

Thailand 120 -14.3%

However, this is not to say that Pinoy students prioritise practical education outcomes over personal passion
more so that other markets. Within student conversation from migration intent-heavy source markets, this
tension between passion and practicality was very much a Filipino phenomenon, suggesting that the
demographic still places value on pursuing their passions.
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